CD44 expression in papillary serous endometrial carcinoma.
The objective of this paper is to evaluate the relationship between CD44 expression and the clinicopathologic features of papillary serous endometrial cancer. CD44 expression was assessed in 32 cases of papillary serous endometrial carcinoma by standard immunohistochemical staining techniques. Clinicopathologic features including myometrial invasion, nodal metastases, tumor spread, stage, and the shedding of malignant cells on cervical cytology were reviewed. The Chi-square test was used for statistical analysis. CD44 was not expressed in 81% of patients with papillary serous endometrial carcinoma. Malignant cells were seen on cervical cytology in 68% of all cases with significantly more in the CD44-negative group (78% vs. 33%, P 0.05). CD44 expression was not related to stage, myometrial invasion, nodal involvement, or intraperitoneal spread. We conclude that the cell adhesion molecule CD44 is expressed infrequently in papillary serous endometrial carcinoma. Shedding of malignant cells on cervical cytology is common in papillary serous endometrial cancer and occurs more frequently in CD44-negative cases. CD44 expression doesn't appear to be related to known prognostic features such as nodal metastases or stage. The biologic aggressiveness of this tumor type may, in part, be related to its lack of CD44 expression.